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AN ABSTRACT

The Prospect for Peiping-Moscow Relations

by

LeEe DENG-KER

Before their open split in the early 1960’s, Communist
China and the Soviet Union were close allies and had main-
tained intimate relations in the 1950’s. The signing of the
“Sino-Soviet” treaty of alliance in February 1950 and the
joining of the two Communist powers, were perceived by the
U.S. and other Western countries as a great threat to world
peace and stability. However, the Peiping-Moscow honeymoon
did not continue to evolve as some scholars expected. After
1962, the two countries openly denounced each other and
relations deteriorated. Then, in March 1969, a bloody border
confrontation broke out at Chenpao Island.

The Chenpao Island Incident was the climax of a series
of confrontations between the Soviet Union and Communist
China. It was also a watershed for Peiping-Moscow relations.

After the incident, both sides changed their foreign policy in
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an attempt to isolate each other. As a result, a large number
of Western scholars maintained that the dispute between the
two Communisf giants would be very difficult to resolve. The
termination of the “Sino-Soviet Alliance” by Peiping in 1979
and Peiping’s insistence of the so-called three conditions for
normalization of relations between Communist China and the
Soviet Union further reinforced such a belief. Thus Peiping’s
willingness to resume direct talks with Moscow in October
1982 came as a total surprise to many Western scholars. A
few of them quickly changed their previous views and began
to argue that the rapprochement between the two Communist
powers was imminent.

Is there any possibility of a rapprochement between
Peiping and Moscow? If not, what was the significance of the
resumption of direct talks? Why did Peiping decide to hold
talks with Moscow when Moscow had not even met Peiping’s
three conditions for normalization? What were the obstacles
and progress in the last two round of talks? And, finally, what
are the prospects for the two countries’ relations? Having
examined these important questions, this writer concludes that
the resumption of talks is largely a diplomatic strategy used
by the two Communist powers in an attempt to advance their

own interests. This writer also believes that there is little
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possibility of reconciliation in the current Peiping-Moscow
negotiations. But it is very possible that they will improve
their bilateral relations, particularly in trade ties and cultural
exchanges. However, It seems safe to say that even if both
sides are willing to put the boundary issue aside, no break-
through is expected between the two Communist countries.
Nevertheless it is important to remember that if the U.S. and
other Western countries, afraid of losing the “China card”,
offer more and better economic and military aid to Com-

munist China, they will only be falling into Peiping’s trap.








