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Abstract

This paper argues that new institutionalism is in no position to give a
full explanation of political stability in transitional polities. Although new
institutionalism directs the researchers’ attention to the focus of political
transition, it by no means covers all the important factors bearing on
political stability in transitional countries. Emphasis should be put on the
structure that determines human behavior patterns. If that structure
includes “non-institutional factors,” then one should not be diverted away
from those factors simply because they are not institutional in nature. In
this context, this paper presents an analytical framework that accounts for
political stability under transition. Two levels of factors are discerned. The
first-level factors are directly related to stability. They are presidential-
parliamentary relation, presidential powers, and party system. The second
level of factors refers to the sources that determine the first-level factors.
Those source factors are electoral results, the elite’s instrumental
preferences for institutions, electoral systems, and social cleavages. The
two-level explanatory framework contains both institutional and non-
institutional factors. In sum, this paper argues that structure is more

important than institution in determining behaviors and performance.,

Key words: new institutionalism, structure, semi-presidentialism, political
stability, social cleavages






