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Religious Foundation of Democracy:

A New Institutional Analysis

Chengtian Kuo
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Chengchi University

Abstract

Following the new institutional analysis of ideology and institutional
behavior, this paper compares the relationships between religion and
democracy in Taiwan and the United States. The major thesis is that
religion can be a foundation for democracy if it develops a theology of
democracy and if it adopts democratic institutions in religious practices.
The American experience reveals that no necessary or direct relationship
existed between the nascent Christianity and democracy. The
establishment and consolidation of American democracy was due to the
later development of a democratic theology and the adoption of
democratic institutions within various Christian denominations. In contrast,
the sluggish democratization process in Taiwan probably reflects the
underdevelopment of these two democratic features in the various

religions.

Key words : religion, democracy, United States, Taiwan, new institutionalism,
theology





