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Predicaments and Innovations of
Rural Community in Taiwan: A
Case Study on the Reconstruction
of Taomi Eco-village

Ta-shu Chiang”

Abstract

Community empowerment and environmental protection are very
important prescriptions of local sustainable development. The new
homeland community empowerment plan is one of the “Challenge
2008—National Development Plan”, which was approved by
Executive Yuan. This article takes a case study on the successful
reconstruction of Taomi community after the 921 Earthquake, it has
many policy innovations and inspirations to community empowerment.
The author describes its changing process from a poverty-stricken
rural community to a famous eco-tourism village, and induces four
key points: the 921 Earthquake disasters transform people’s values,
the assistances and enlightenments received from non-profit
organizations, the public and private resources were got involved
together, and the dreams and participatory learning of community
residents. At last, some policy recommendations are dedicated: to
vitalize the special property of rural village is a fundamental impetus
to community empowerment, to construct the governance network and

Public-private partnership, to review and diffuse experiences of the

Associate Professor of the Department of Public Policy and Administration of
the National ChiNan University.
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921 Earthquake reconstruction, and to integrate the village systen

community organizations about local self-government institutio

Keywords: community, community empowerment, the
Earthquake, community reconstruction, -
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