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Systemic Wars in the Spring and Autumn
Period and the Warring States Period:
A Comparison Between the Three Realism
Foreign Policy Theories
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Abstract

How the rise of China may affect regional security in East Asia and the Sino-U.S.
relationship is one of the most important questions in contemporary international relations
studies. All the three main contemporary realism foreign policy theories—offensive
realism, neoclassical realism, and defensive realism—hold pessimistic attitudes towards
the impact of China’s rise, but differ in the mechanisms they infer to explain how China’s
rise will lead to international conflict. In this article, I investigate two systemic wars that
occurred in the Spring and Autumn Period (the war between Qi and Wu) and the Warring
States Period (the war between Qin and the other six warring states) with historical
backgrounds that are similar to the realism’s “anarchy” assumption when compared with
all the other historical periods in China. I find that it is neoclassical realism, not offensive
realism or defensive realism, which has the most explanatory power in a world of ideal-
type anarchy. This finding has important theoretical implications when we try to predict the
influence of China’s rise on international conflict with the applications of realism theories.
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TEEAE H CHVEE T 4T #1075 1 HL P i B L B s O R o 50 L Bl - DAL 73 SR LT
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Ry DURBUR B 2 [EIHY i > FFE I E ERAVTEM o (58 HIRE £V E
77 > Schweller (2018) 527%y » HSEAHEIHE JE(LFTHT RN - fEIR AR LIE
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tH2EHE (Lobell et al., 2009: 280-287) B 52 ¥ 5 METRAYIF 2K H 50 Ry S 42 it
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