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Abstract

This article examines the political process of the Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo
Abe’s cabinet lifting the ban on allowing Japan’s Self-Defense Forces to exercise the right
of collective self-defense through the perspective of Political Process Theory. First, this
article reviews Japan’s postwar policy-making pattern, which is the political process of
transforming the pattern from “bureaucrat-led” to “Prime Minister’s Office-led.” Second,
this article examines the decision-making process of Abe’s cabinet to permit Japan’s Self-
Defense Forces to exercise the right of collective self-defense, which allows for the use of
force overseas to help a friendly country under attack. The decision changed the Japanese
government’s long-standing position that Article 9 of the Constitution of Japan prohibited
the country from engaging in collective self-defense. Third, this article examines Abe
cabinet’s power base and the process of the National Diet’s deliberation on the “Legislation
for Peace and Security” under the influences of the opposition parties and public opinions.
Finally, this article concludes that in the face of boycotts by the main opposition parties
and opposition from the opinion of the majority, the enactment of the Legislation which
clearly presents a domestic-political structure of “Abe as Number One” and “Prime
Minister’s Office-led.”

Keyword: Legislation for Peace and Security, Prime Minister’s Office-Led, Political
Process, Right of Collective Self-Defense, Constitutional Interpretation
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