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Popularized Internet Regulation in
Authoritarian Regimes: The Online
“Informing” System in Mainland China

Chelsea C. Chou” & Chia-wen Huang

Abstract

This article explores the internet regulation in Mainland China. We find that the
current pattern of internet regulation has begun to be “popularized.” By establishing an
online informing system, the Chinese government encourages ordinary people to make
extensive reports in the online world, making everyone a regulator of online speech, and
allowing individuals to take the initiative to help the government regulate every corner
of the internet content. In order to understand whether Chinese netizens support this
system, we use in-depth interviews to illustrate how the informing system is welcomed by
internet users. We find that the sense of morality that everyone is responsible for internet
regulation is the main reason that motivates individuals to become an informant, and the
past reporting experience and related incentive measures also help netizens continue to
participate in. Due to the wide range of online informing, the self-censorship of Chinese
netizens has become very serious. However, in addition to reporting false information and
political opinions, Chinese netizens have begun to use the informing system to achieve
their own goals. This often produces unexpected effects, including large-scale disputes
between different groups of netizens, and hence brings more challenges to the Chinese
government to regulate the internet.
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i M 5% (digital authoritarianism) FYBEE - UG T EEEEE
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20134 > FITVRY T 2R EEEE LA 5l ERERZERFIFIE
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(BZ4Ers e ZE MBS ) - fe AR 2= B B R ERERVHT IR IS > L2 Ry
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SARESRUR - PEBUN P S E S - SRR - DR
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BRI B RERV AR E ] > ZEIR AR BN BUFIER S EF R - &
FE BB AISERS = sm e AR (King, Pan, & Roberts, 2013) » BT A0{A/ e
MO OReE E T SRS S o A A S LR B e  inE (Qin, Stromberg, & Wu,
2017) » DUk iR B e 4Eins tH SRy S AR (CBIFEDKASHIEAL ~ B FHY
il ~ HEps KBV REL ) (King, Pan, & Roberts, 2017) S o ifij B > 4S5
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FIREHI HHE AN (Zhong, Wang, & Huang, 2017) - ZR[f] > {EEEE AL
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AOLHIEEREAT - S5 ACHTF [0l o B A RS A A HYAH BRI T - DU T ORAR
by SEEARYER - B2 E RSB ERERESINEE - AfELER
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i BEDRPERRER R ¢« T ORRME ) RERERR

U B AR e E A RIS AR S > KRB DAE T AR > HE
EAVER] > DU NEEE - EEFIEREETE - 572505 BRI SLE ]
T2\ (application, app) ¥4 T EIBUFZE (R (EA - (EEAREEIRY - TP EIEUF AT E
P g P Bl 5 AU DL S RE Y B RIS » ISR (VAR H RUFE R B B TR B R A 1T 5
HRENER > Bon " RGP ) BUESHVE SR - WL - EPEBUFIISUE
T BRIy SR A 03U B S (modernization theory) T FEAHVANE - i
AIREfR#E R 3 - R IT ERE BUR I A A S R DA B3 N R EFZER - 7 THE
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TERERE N A RE R JTH > o BB A 2t AR ET-BE > sl R AR 4
B RS B o B BUN B R R AT By - B e fERE AN E R T ERA & AT
e EIEBUNIEE » Bl o BiRMrt & > W MR TaE e EL R EN N
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BEFREBUNEREETHEREENHIZE R T IRER R 22 B R R
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ErRAET /738 (Qin et al,, 2017) -

Fo 7 E I E L E R R AT R A S o PR T MHERAD S 458 Ry AT BE
AEBUEN S mLAOh - hEBUT EAETFEIRET "R ESEH o el
H4E AL FH SR AR IR SR - AR EEN Sl > Bl a s % )i
REMETTAERT T Ry (EETT - 2008) ° H20165F (MR 27k) Atk - HERREH
HIEFVEAERIE > HPSE240R80E - EREEZERE ARSI - EE
FEOREARMEE S G - MREXHNER  FERELZHEAEKRE
AVERVIFIE » B T RFYZE] > SR ATRER D AL FINMERY S5 (Cho, Kim, &
Acquisti, 2012) - EHE 5 T ERIEHVEE - (eEMREFRIEHEREATERZ
RS - MR EAEER EAVETT - ABBUFZEDHHER A ES1THY
HHY

M B AH Z A DUE SRR S EmAVRCR - B A T BIRES , BT
TER - FER AR AT A ERVEIE T (B A{EEAM A E TR E BT - B
CHWIRLL R A 2R 1R A - DAL 4S50 & AT RE IR A M 2 ST - 1 1R 384
B SR S - 52 0 T A2, (non-participation) HI/E—fHEHILEFE
FIIEE o (B T4 2 BLIREL AT A BRET & - BESAH B - RENEHRT]
RERE ARG EN S o EMEERAE CR O EERE - BORIURAETE
(Zhong et al., 2017) °

(BB S E R EEET 2 RS M TS Leonh M H A& - (H5F2
BRp s > PREIKEER G A ST A SFHBUTHEZ - BiEfE A virtual
private network (VPN) &l - DUk I A& 22 Br fCUUgla) s (ol = g ) <& -
FE2018FHIL R EET BT - HREZFHEBEHEE TR - FirERETE
RHEHT AFRE - BEEHZEREEFHYET] - PRI RS A 55 H R R BIEHIE
2% AT EBUF AR E BB ARRVE TG - BEGMS » R 7 DI E 40
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—MRAR - DL T ANEE ) (RS BIBUT EE E 4R

HE L BECEANCERGEFE - (HEERATRED T BRI, (mass
line) fEARAE BB PRI - BT RRA T B F IR S EBUA
(LRGN EHE - SR 485 > l0Johnson (1962) B BT H ARAVELF -
LU Bernstein (1977) BijiA S B SE SRS LB Ay 70 i - #EASEREH T 8%
RIS HARY RN > 20fel a8 KA H et g8 B LLETIBUEEEY - 2T
BUEBABEIS H - d[EPerry (2011) FfgH » BLS sREIBURFAYE AT 258
EEAREER AR E 6 - MO - EaniF PN B E S B KA 8 B E 5
27 - REHBERANE RN AT 2MEE - (HES) A B SR A 5755
B IR A D R IR S TRt RN ) B PEIBUN A
BHECSRETEI DT R A FEI =, (subjective consciousness raising) » i
RS iE 2 AR SO

Wit > BIRERZEFINABIFBR HEE - Z P EBUFEREARGHE
8 - BEARENLEE R L BEEE R EAVBUGES AR - {HEEHT RIS AT
ZEWPCER 2 E R E A ETREE T - RERERMRREY TR BE
EZUHRE - ST I AR E T - TRBUFIEERBOEELEEREE
k0 PR H EBIIARERITTY] > 25 T RRE ) BEENHEI - ELARIEE
ERENEE - EETHE - DR AN A2 A REHHE -

B BN LEEAAT - IBEAETEIRENETSAR - FEH 28R
afam 8 o HAHERITEI L ERE TR SIS o FAR o P EIBU RS
FEREARIEE) T I e B - BORE SRR BN S A e T 5 Al
b CEFISEESRT IS - S B AR S Bl G 5] (B SE - 148 0 2016) -
fR¥ZKing et al. (2017) FYBTIE - B w R E IS EER - HEHEEZ M7
BUF AR - EBUFIR A ER TR > HIH R 6§22 B Rl A B BUT
FE - RN > B ESERGRIET - UKV AR R - [
REUFERATAREZ R E - $IEHERTHm R - BUFIREH SRLE -
B ERAEE MR - ARSI E T USRS (Y% 2018) -
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HEEIALHE - BT SR — i RS BARRE B - Horha B ARSI &
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"EHWEE ) ABHEEERIIA - T SE SRR E R L EEN A
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