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Not Merely a Storm in a Teacup?
The Electoral Effect of the Primary Division

Wan-Ying Yang™

Abstract

What is the impact of the primary division on the electoral outcome? This study
argues that these two exist the linking causal relationship. The electoral prospect affects
the primary division (intraparty competition), and the primary division affects the electoral
outcomes. The electoral prospect, the psychological calculation on the winning prospect
of the election, links and affects the primary division and the electoral outcome. And the
electoral prospect was composed of two elements—the incumbency advantage deterring
the primary division and the party stronghold magnetizing the primary division, combined
together lead to positive electoral outcomes. Analyzing the primary and electoral data
of the 8th and the 9th term legislative election, this study finds that the intraparty and
interparty competition of the two major parties were affected by different factors in the
primary and the final election. For the Kuomintang (KMT), the incumbents not having
winning electoral prospect, neither deter the intraparty competition nor win over the
interparty election. By contrast, the party strongholds with the winning electoral prospect
increase the intraparty competition and lead to the electoral victory. For the Democratic
Progressive Party (DPP), the incumbents with higher winning electoral prospect, deter
the primary division and have a higher chance of winning the election compared to those
incumbents with lower winning electoral prospect and facing primary divisions. Inferring
from the theories and data analyses, the primary competition and division during the party
nomination is not merely a storm in a teacup, it actually connotes a mysterious code for the
electoral interparty competition.
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Stronghold Advantage, Deterrence and Magnetization.
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"N BEEAMESREENTEHER (logit) RE

fRERYY  BPRTEE S B AR
logit model Estimate OR SE Estimate OR SE

I Sy 2.64 13.97 1.13 -1.18 0.31 0.68°
BB 1.25 3.49 0.72" 1.17 3.22 0.70°
b AR SR AL -0.25 0.78 0.21 0.11 1.11 0.22
T ERIGEESR 0.02 1.02 0.04 -0.13 0.88 0.06"
EIUE (TR ) UED 1.33 3.77 0.59" 0.68 1.98 0.54
N 102 90
Null deviance 108.89 on 101 df 106.35 on 89 df
Residual deviance 85.10 on 96 df 96.27 on 84 df
Missing 44 56
AIC 97.10 108.27
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i p<10> p<.05-
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BT IR BTH IR
et e BE et Hepe B
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2012 40 52.61% 31 43.44% 8  58.05% 61  4426%
2016 32 45.62% 40 3551% 22 6323% 38 49.75%
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LT | e P EE Y e 7Y
For % AR % AR % AR % AR
2012 31 53.29% 40 44.98% 15 56.19% 54 42.99%
2016 44 43.90% 28 33.87% 11 65.39% 49 52.29%
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Adjusted R 28 57 56 54
FEAREL 73 60 30 29
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