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Gradually, Then Suddenly?
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Abstract

How will regional states react if China achieves hegemony in East Asia? Obey or
resist? In this regard, the mere fact that such a huge power disparity between hegemons
and other states does not seem to be enough to derive a definitive answer. The key is
whether there is a cultural identity between China and East Asian countries. When China
was the hegemon of East Asia, Korea sustained its royalty to the Ming against Qing to the
very end precisely because of the shared cultural identity. Nevertheless, at the beginning of
the Ming, Korea was anything but submissive. How did Korea establish its shared cultural
identity with the Ming? Gradually, then Suddenly? This study attempts to inquire the
relations from 1449-1618 in depth to provide an important guideline for forecasting the
future of East Asia under a rising China.
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