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“Private of Human Ethic” and “Private of
Human Desire”: Study on Controversy of
“Destructing Public by Private” in Thoughts
of Confucius and Mencius
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Abstract

Importance of filial piety and law to maintain order in public and private fields has
been the issue debated. Praise of Confucius and Mencius for filial piety in three pieces
“Mutual concealing crimes between father and son,” “Shun’s father murder,” and “Three
years of mourning” resulted in the peak of the debate. The critique argued that law
was more important than filial piety. Confucius and Mencius favored private affection
and neglected the laws. They allowed private to destruct public. Those who supported
Confucius and Mencius stated that family love was the priority and filial piety was superior
to law. Two sides were sharply opposed and criticized each other. This study beyond the
contemporary debate of filial piety and law by “dichotomy,” starts from the analysis on
“private of human ethic” and “private of human desire” and sets the arguments to review
statements of Confucian scholars in East Asia and contemporary scholars such as Xun
Kuang, Sima Guang, Su Zhe, Su Shi, and Zhu Xi by “human nature,” “human ethics,”
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“human desire,” “sympathy,” “original intention,” “criminal intention,” and “criminal
offense” in thoughts of Confucius and Mencius and further demonstrate that Confucius
and Mencius do not “destruct public by private” by the arguments of their thought of filial

piety and ethics.
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Intention
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