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The Political Involvement of Religious
Organizations From Authoritarian to
Democratic Consolidation Periods: A Case
Study of Taiwan and South Korea

Qi Yao

Abstract

The question of which roles religions have played in authoritarian and democratic
consolidation periods has been studied by huge amounts of scholars. They have analyzed
how religious organizations have worked during the period of authoritarianism and
democratic consolidation in different countries or regions with the perspective of
doctrine, ecclesiastical institutions, or practice. Which factors have push religion to select
supportive or antagonistic attitude toward democratization? Why one religion or some
similar religions have different attitudes toward democratization while different religions
have taken similar strategies? This paper tries to explore why religions have had different
types of involvement from authoritarian to democratic consolidation periods through the
comparative cases study from Taiwan and South Korea. Avoiding the influence of local
elements by comparing similar religious groups from different areas, this paper finds that
different policies the authoritarian governments implementing against different religious
organizations will not make religious organizations take specific involvement methods.
This paper argues that religious groups decide their political involvement models based on
the religious policies and measures the government taking, the political theology and the
cooperation strategy the religious adopting during authoritarian period. In the period of
democratic consolidation, because religious organizations are not limited or intervened by
governments, their relationship with politics will be converted from passive response into
active action.
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ERMEHIGH - RAVECS SRR TR AL R - HREEUN - T, (8
BE5Y > 2017 : 334-339) -

3. SRS BEGAY A S 2

19804 2 i + B K G HEIMEI A EI A (R EA SRR - e
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BESHET  SARAE S SR - (e B A AR - 1986
ROUBEHATL % » B MBS & B BRI A -
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B R EAT SRR LA E EEA RSP (Leung, 1998) « 19704:4(1% -
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[RECE BT - AR REFE AN LIF RS R R - THEE - a7

67



68

HEE®| FHx+B; (2019.06)

ptGHIR - —BESHSHREFCGFRIRENSEE (AR > 1994 - 47-
48 3 BEVEJE 0 1997 1 377) o

HU S T R 1 U 8 (P F T S BT ECSRA » S B R
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TEHE BT (1987 ~1999)  AHIBUATE:  BLRFES 45 HEHA
ZFF (2000 ~)

KFEH JEE (1987 ~1999) WEHA ReEER EHEBUA
ZHF (2000 ~)

—HiE BT (1987 ~1999)  HHAYBUATHE EN) L IN
SZHF (2000 ~)
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fh ~ e BRE 2 R R AR R N S AL B
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HEHEBERNAE o MEEEEEEE R E AN - AR BT
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PRAFHIFHERAE R B AR ST IR T — SO S AN BN 2 SRR -
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R0 DU R L MR B BRI B R - Rt TR, 2
—FE Y E = N4 (The Commission on Theological Concerns of the Christian
Conference of Asia, 1981)

1960 U5 - B FH H hE S EFn e g i FENES
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I SR AR PR AT P 3 2 FTEZAYE 2 (Kendall, 2009: 1-11) ©
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S FFEHET - ZACEE 0 2000 1 187) o EfE EAHEESRTE U7 Im) L ELERE BUR G
AR > (HEBUERY ESRAZOR - B0 s [EBURAIYEE -
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2 FBUF BRI T BRAERI AN A T B s AYIE 2 (Jorgensen, 2010) - AL
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Folklife Festival” » & I{FER & AYFEE (Kendall, 2009: 12,21) -

BUATHETTH - REABRHCHY BB R B B BUF RV RRE &7 -
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ED%%% ATEATE ~ ZAAEEE - 2009 © 215-234) - HNTERAHISREERET > 8G
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